Amendments to the Claims : 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutical composition for sustained release^ comprising: 
as active ingredient 

an HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, said 
composition comprising an inner phase (internal) and an outer phase (external), wherein at least 
the outer phase comprises at least one matrix former. 

2. (original) A composition according to claim 1 , wherein the HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor 
is selected from the group consisting of atorvastatin, cerivastatin, fluvastatin, lovastatin, 
pitavastatin, pravastatin, rosuvastatin, and simvastatin, or, in each case, a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof. 

3. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 2, wherein the HMG-CoA 
reductase inhibitor is pitavastatin or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

4. (Currently Amended) A The composition according claim 1 , wherein the amount of HMG- 
CoA reductase inhibitor or pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof is about 5-50 weight % of 
the composition. 

5. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 1 , wherein the amount of 
HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor or pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof is about 1-32 mg. 

6. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 1 , wherein the inner phase 
comprises a matrix former. 

7. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 6, wherein the matrix former 
of the inner phase comprises one or more types of matrix former components having different 
viscosities. 

8. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 7, wherein the matrix former 
of the inner phase has a viscosity of about 1 to about 500 cps. 

9. (currently amended) A The composition according to claim 1 , wherein the matrix former 
of the external phase comprises one or more type of matrix former component having different 
viscosities. 
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1 0. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 9, wherein the matrix former 
of the external phase has a viscosity of about 1 00 to about 1 0OOOOcps. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 1 , wherein the matrix former 
is selected from the group consisting of polyethylene glycol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, polyvinyl 
alcohol, hydrophilic polymers such a s hydroxypropy i G etMoser^y^ffixym ethy l ce li u l os e , and 
hydroxypropyimethy l c eil u l os e or th e l i ke. 

1 2. (Currently amended) A J_he composition according to ciaim 1 1 , wherein the matrix former 
is hydroxypropyimethylceilulose (HPMC). 

1 3. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 1 2 wherein the amount of 
HPMC as a matrix former is about 1-60 weight % of the composition. 

14. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 1 , wherein said composition 
further comprises a stabilizer. 

1 5. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 14, wherein the stabilizer is 
magnesium a l umin i um aluminum metasilicate (neusilin). 

16. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 14, wherein the amount of 
the stabilizer is about 1-15 weight % of the composition. 

17. (Withdrawn) A method of treatment of hyperlipidemia, hypercholesterolemia and 
atherosclerosis, as well as other diseases or conditions in which HMG-CoA reductase is 
implicated comprising administering to a patient in need thereof a therapeutically effective 
amount of a composition according to claim 1 . 

18. (Cancelled) 

1 9. (Currently amended) A J_he composition according claim 3, wherein the amount of HMG- 
CoA reductase inhibitor or pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof is about 5-50 weight % of 
the composition 

20. (Currently amended) A J_he composition according to claim 3, wherein the amount of 
HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor or pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof is about 5-50 weight 
% of the composition 
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21. (Currently amended) A The composition according to claim 3, wherein the amount of 
HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor or pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof is about 1-32mg. 

22. (Currently amended) A J_he composition according to claim 3, wherein the inner phase 
comprises a matrix former 

23. (currently amended) A The composition according to claim 3, wherein the matrix former 
of the external phase comprises one or more type of matrix former component having different 
viscosities. 

24. (currently amended) A J_he composition according to claim 3, wherein the matrix former 
is selected from the group consisting of polyethylene glycol, polyvinylpyrrolidone, polyvinyl 
alcohol, hydrophilic polymers such as hydroxypropy i c eli u l os e, h ydroxym e thy l G el kd eseraftd 

hy d roxy p ro py im e thy l e e l l u l os e or th e 4 ike. 

25. (New) The composition according to claim 24, wherein the hydrophilic polymers is 
hydroxypropyiceliulose, hydroxymethyicellulose, or hydroxypropyimethylcellulose. 

26. (New) The composition according to claim 1 1 , wherein the hydrophilic polymers is 
hydroxypropyiceliulose, hydroxymethyicellulose, or hydroxypropyimethylcellulose. 
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